LESSON 52
ELISHA AND NAAMAN

SCRIPTURE:

2 Kings 5

TIME STAMP:

When the king of Aram sent Naaman to the king of Israel to be cured of leprosy (2 Kings 5:6)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Naaman had to dip in the Jordan 7 times. Jesus asks His disciples to be baptized in water to wash away our sins (Acts 22:16).

OBJECTIVE:
We need to learn the things God wants us to do for Him are not usually great things

POINTS:
1. Naaman was a great leader of the army in Syria.
2. Naaman had a disease called leprosy.

3. Naaman’s wife had a servant girl who suggested Naaman go see the prophet Elisha who was living in Samaria.

4. The servant girl said Elisha could heal Naaman.

5. Naaman’s king wrote a letter to the king of Israel, asking that he cure Naaman of his leprosy.

6. The king had no power to heal anyone, but Elisha heard about it and asked that Naaman come to see him.

7. Elisha didn’t even go out to meet Naaman, but sent a messenger to tell him to go wash in the Jordan River seven times and he would be healed.

8. Naaman became angry and left.
9. Naaman’s servants talked him into going and trying the prophet’s simple directions.

10. Naaman dipped himself in the Jordan River seven times and his skin was healed.

11. Gehazi, a servant of Elisha, tricked Naaman into giving him money and clothing.

12. With God’s power, Elisha caused leprosy to come on Gehazi.

MEMORY VERSE: 1 John 1:7
     “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Leprosy

Disease

Messenger
LESSON:
     Once upon a time there was a brave man who was a great leader of the army in Syria.  His name was Naaman, and he had a terrible skin disease called leprosy.  There was no cure for leprosy and the ugly sores came up all over his skin.  People who had leprosy were called lepers, and other people did not want to be around them for fear of catching the disease.

     Naaman’s wife had a servant girl who was an Israelite and knew about Elisha’s power.  One day, this young girl said to Naaman’s wife, “I wish my master Naaman would go see God’s servant in Israel.  He would be able to heal him of his leprosy.”  God’s servant she was talking about was the prophet Elisha.
     Naaman told the king of Syria what the girl from Israel had said.  The king thought it was a good idea and he wanted to help Naaman.   He wrote a letter to the king of Israel asking that Naaman might be healed.  Naaman took silver and gold and ten changes of clothes with him as gifts.  When the king read the letter, he became very upset and tore his clothes.  He didn’t have the power to heal anyone!  He said, “I’m not God! I can’t kill and make alive again!”  He even thought Naaman’s king might be trying to cause trouble with him.
     Elisha heard about this and told the king, “Let him come to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.”  Naaman rode in his chariot pulled by his horses.  His servants went along with him and he stood outside of Elisha’s door.  But Elisha would not even go out to meet Naaman.  Instead, he sent a messenger to Naaman who told him, “My master said you should go wash in the Jordan River seven times.  Then you will be healed.”  When Naaman heard this, he was very angry.  He had been expecting Elisha to come out and greet him, call on the name of the Lord, wave his hand over his body, or do SOMETHING!  Elisha did none of those things.  And to think he wanted him to dip in the muddy Jordan River when there were better rivers in other places!  Naaman was insulted!  Remember, Elisha was God’s servant. Did he have to talk to Naaman, touch him, or at least, wave his hand over him for Naaman to be healed?  NO!
     Naaman went away angry.  But his wise servants talked to him.  They said, “If the prophet had told you to do something very hard, wouldn’t you have done it?  So now, just try following his simple directions.” Naaman decided to try it and went down and dipped in the Jordan River seven times.  When he came out after the seventh time, Naaman’s skin was healed and back to normal.  The disease was gone!  He went back to Elisha to thank him and give him the gifts he had brought, but Elisha would not take them.  Elisha told Naaman, “I serve the Lord.  As surely as the Lord lives, I won’t accept anything.”  True prophets did not take pay for their work.

     As Naaman was leaving to go back to his country of Syria, Elisha’s servant, a man named Gehazi, ran after him.  He was unhappy that Elisha had refused all the nice gifts Naaman had brought, so he devised a wicked plan to get something from Naaman.  He made up a lie and told Naaman that his master had sent him to ask for money and clothing for some young men who needed it.  Of course Naaman gladly gave it to him.  Gehazi ordered his servants to carry the clothes and money back to Gehazi’s tent so Elisha wouldn’t see it.  

     Later, Elisha asked him, “Where have you been, Gehazi?”  Gehazi lied and said, “I didn’t go anywhere.”  But Elisha knew the truth.  He told Gehazi, “Naaman’s skin disease will come on you and your children forever.”  When Gehazi left Elisha, his skin was already white as snow with the disease of leprosy.  What a big price to pay for being greedy and dishonest!

QUESTIONS:  
   
USE THE FOLLOWING NAMES TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
(YOU WILL NEED TO USE SOME NAMES MORE THAN ONCE.) 

(For younger students, make a card with one of the names below on each card and let them hold up the card to answer the question.)

	
	                                ELISHA             KING OF SYRIA           
NAAMAN                     SERVANT GIRL                   KING OF ISRAEL


GEHAZI                          JORDAN RIVER
	


1. I am commander of an army in Syria.

2. I have a disease called leprosy.

3. I told Naaman’s wife where and to whom Naaman should go to be healed.

4. I wrote a letter to another king, asking that he heal Naaman.

5. I am a prophet of God; I live in Israel.

6. I said, “I’m not God! I can’t kill and make alive again!”
7. I went to see Elisha to be healed.

8. I didn’t talk to Naaman; I sent a messenger to tell him how to be healed.

9. I am a muddy; Naaman was told to dip in me seven times.
10. I tricked Naaman, and as punishment I was stricken with leprosy.
Discuss:
1. Why did Naaman get angry with Elisha?  
2. Did Naaman do what Elisha said?  Why not?

3. Who changed Naaman’s mind?  What reasoning did they use?

4. What happened to Naaman after he dipped in the Jordan River the first time?

5. What happened to Naaman after he dipped in the Jordan River the seventh time?

6. Would Naaman have been healed if he had dipped into another river?  Why?

7. Who obeyed God’s word and was healed?

8. Who disobeyed and was made sick?

9. Can we be a helpful wherever we are? (Example: servant girl, the king of Syria─lowest to the highest)
ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 6 ─ Favorite Bible Heroes (ages 2-3)
                        Elisha-A man of God (color picture) (p. 36)

     Book # 18 ─ Finger Play Activities (ages 2-5) - Elisha (p. 61)

     Rainbow Lessons, by Jane Britnell - Lesson # 46

     Color the happy or sad face to show how Naaman felt.  (Activity sheet included)

1. Naaman had a disease called leprosy.

2. The servant girl told about a prophet who could heal Naaman.

3. Elisha didn’t come out to meet Naaman to heal him in person.

4. Through Elisha, God healed Naaman.

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 53: “Jonah and the Great Fish”

                            Jonah 1-4

     Memory Verse: Psalms 143:10  “Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God.” 

