LESSON 53
JONAH AND THE GREAT FISH

SCRIPTURE:

Jonah 1-4

TIME STAMP:

During the reign of Jereboam II of Israel (2 Kings 14:23-25)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

The sign of Jonah (Matthew 12:38-41) parallels Jesus being in the belly of the earth for 3 days.

OBJECTIVE:
God loves everyone and wants everyone to love Him by obeying Him.

POINTS:
1. The people of Nineveh were very wicked.

2. God told Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh; he was to preach to the people there and tell them they needed to repent. 

3. Jonah tried to run away by going in the opposite direction to a city named Joppa.

4. Jonah bought a ticket and boarded a ship to run away from God.
5. God sent a great wind on the sea.  The ship was in danger of breaking up and sinking. The wind and the waves were so strong that the men could not control the ship.

6. The men on the ship discovered that it was Jonah’s fault that the storm had come.  

7. Jonah told the men he was to blame and that they should pick him up and throw him into the sea.

8. The Lord caused a very big fish to swallow Jonah.  He was in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights.
9. Jonah prayed to God from inside the great fish.  The Lord spoke to the fish and it spit Jonah out of its mouth onto dry land.

10. Again, God told Jonah to go to Nineveh to preach; this time, he obeyed.

11. The people of Nineveh listened and believed in God, but Jonah was angry because he didn’t care about these people.

12. God told Jonah it was wrong to be angry; he should have been happy the people of Nineveh repented.

MEMORY VERSE: Psalms 143:10
     “Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Wicked                                 

     Cargo                                       

     Great fish  (talk about what kind of fish it might or might not have been)

LESSON:
     In the days before Jesus came to live on earth, God chose certain men to preach His Word to the people.  These men were called prophets.  God spoke directly to the prophets; then the prophets told the people what God had said for them to do.  Jonah was one of God’s prophets.

     God told Jonah to go to a very large and very wicked city called Nineveh to tell its people that God was going to destroy them because of their sins and their unbelief.  But Jonah didn’t want to go.  In fact, Jonah really didn’t care that the people of Nineveh were going to be destroyed because they were enemies of Israel.  So, he tried to run from God by going in the opposite direction to a city called Joppa.  There, Jonah paid for a ticket and boarded a ship going to Tarshish, a city far away from Nineveh.  Do you think he could hide from God?

     The Lord knew exactly what Jonah was doing, and He made a storm come up which made the water full of huge waves.  The ship was in danger of breaking up and sinking.  The sailors were so afraid!  They tried to lighten the weight of the ship by throwing the cargo overboard.  The sailors prayed to their false gods for help.  Nothing they did helped, and the men could not control the ship at all.  The storm did not stop. The captain of the ship asked Jonah who he was and what he was doing.  Jonah told the sailors that he was running away from God and the storm was a result of his sins.  God was teaching him he could not run away and disobey Him.  The men asked Jonah what they should do to make the sea calm down.  Jonah told the sailors to throw him into the sea and the storm would stop.  The sailors picked up Jonah and threw him over the ship and into the water.  Immediately, the storm stopped!
     But God did not let Jonah die.  He loved Jonah and wanted to forgive him and save his life.  God caused a large fish to swallow Jonah alive!  For three days and three nights, Jonah lived in the belly of the great fish.  Jonah was sorry for his sins and he prayed to God to forgive him.  God heard Jonah’s prayer and caused the fish to spit Jonah up onto dry land.

     God told Jonah again to go to the wicked city of Nineveh and tell them God was angry with them because they did not believe in Him and continued to do bad things.  This time, Jonah obeyed God and told the people of Nineveh what God had said.  These people listened to Jonah and stopped doing evil things. The people were sorry for their sins. They wanted to trust in God. They wanted Him to forgive them and save them.   Even the king of Nineveh was sorry and turned to God.  To show their repentance, all the people of the city ─ from the least to the greatest ─ stopped eating for a while and wore rough clothing.  God saw their hearts and knew they trusted in Him. God did not destroy them.

     Jonah should have been happy that God forgave so many people, just as God had forgiven him.  But instead, he was angry that God did not destroy them. God told him that he should show love and kindness to ALL people because God wants all people to believe and be saved.  In the Bible, we hear God tell us the same thing.   We sometimes disobey God too, just like Jonah did.  Yet, God loves us and forgives all our sins because of Jesus who died to take our sins away.  Now, we will want to love others and tell them about Jesus’ forgiveness also.
QUESTIONS:
     Discuss:

     Can we hide from God and his awesome power?

     Can we ever disobey God and be pleasing to Him?

1. When God told Jonah to go to Nineveh the first time, what should Jonah have done?   

2. Why did God cause a big fish to swallow Jonah?
3. How do you think Jonah felt when he knew he had sinned against God?

4. What did God do when Jonah prayed that he was sorry for his sins?

5. What did Jonah do after he was back on dry ground?

6. How did the people of Nineveh react to Jonah’s preaching?

7. How did the people of Nineveh show they were really sorry for their sins?
ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
         Book #7       Favorite Bible Heroes  (activities  ages 4-5) - Jonah  (pp. 36-39)

         Book #10    Bible Crafts on a Shoestring  Budget - Jonah’s Kite (pp. 19-20)

         Book #15    Favorite Bible Stories  (coloring sheets) (ages 4-5)

                             Jonah and the Fish  (pp. 26-27)

         Book #16    Bible Story People (very easy) - Jonah Swallowed by the Big Fish

         Book #17    Old Testament Coloring Book (very easy) - Jonah Swallowed

         Book #18    Finger Play Activities (ages 2-5) (p. 63)

         Book #20   Bible Story Activities - Jonah and the Big Fish  (pp. 21-23)

         Book #24   Old Testament Bible Story Crafts - Jonah and the Big Swim (pp. 49-50)

         Book #25    Who Am I (easy activity coloring page)

                             I Spent 3 Days and 3 Nights Inside a Great Fish

         Book #27    Three-Minute Bible Stories with Games, Songs, & Action Plays (ages 5-8)

                             Jonah and the Big Fish (pp. 47-49)

         Book #35    Little Tot Dot to Dot (easy) - Jonah

         Book #38    Old Testament Coloring and Activity Book (Intermediate) - Jonah (pp. 46-47)

         Rainbow Lessons, by Jane Britnell - Lesson #47

         Enclosed Find-the-Word “Jonah - God’s Reluctant Prophet”
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:

     Lesson # 54: “Daniel and His Friends”

                            Daniel 1-2

     Memory Verse: Daniel 2:20    “…Praise God forever and ever.  He has wisdom and power.”          
