LESSON 54
DANIEL AND HIS FRIENDS

SCRIPTURE:

Daniel 1-2

TIME STAMP:

When “Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it” (Daniel 1:1)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

“In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed…” (Daniel 2:44)

OBJECTIVE:
God is always in control of everything. Earth’s kingdoms are not as great as God’s Kingdom.

POINTS:
1. Daniel and three of his friends were taken from their home in Judah to Babylon.

2. King Nebuchadnezzar wanted these healthy, intelligent young men to be given special training by the king’s wise men.

3. These young men were to be trained for three years.

4. Daniel and his friends would not eat the king’s food nor drink his wine because they knew it was against God’s laws.  The young men ate vegetables and drank water instead.

5. At the end of three years of studying and eating their simple food, the king found the young men healthier and wiser than any of the men serving the king.

6. King Nebuchadnezzar had some strange dreams that bothered him to the point he could not sleep.

7. None of the wise men could tell him what the dreams meant.  The king became angry and commanded all the wise men to be killed.

8. Daniel asked King Nebuchadnezzar for a little more time and he would then tell him about the dream and what it meant.

9. Daniel asked his friends to pray to God and help them understand this secret.  During the night, God explained the dream and its meaning to Daniel.

10. Daniel told King Nebuchadnezzar the statue of gold, silver, brass, iron, and clay that fell and broke into pieces represented different kingdoms.

11. King Nebuchadnezzar bowed down to Daniel and made him ruler over all of Babylon.

12. Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were also made important leaders in Babylon.

MEMORY VERSE: Daniel 2:20
     “…Praise God forever and ever.  He has wisdom and power…”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
Tell the students the important facts about King Nebuchadnezzar and the country of Babylon (were they enemies or friends of God, how the people of Judah went to Babylon, how they were treated, etc).
     Palace                           Captivity (capture)             Educated
     Statue                            Language
LESSON:
     The country of Babylon had a very large and powerful army.  Their king was named Nebuchadnezzar.  The Lord allowed Nebuchadnezzar to capture the people in Jerusalem and take them back to Babylon.   Nebuchadnezzar took some of the things from the Temple of God and put them in the temple of his gods.  Then he burned the city to the ground.  The Temple of God and all of its beautiful furniture were gone.
     A young man named Daniel and three of his friends, named Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, were among the people captured and taken from their home in Judah to Babylon. Even though they were in captivity, the people of Judah remembered God and taught their children to obey the Lord.  But, Daniel and his friends were soon going to be asked to do something God would not want them to do.  What do you think they did?
     The king’s servant chose Daniel and his friends to live at the palace and learn the new language of this land.  He chose these young men because they were healthy, handsome, and well-educated.  The king wanted them to eat and drink the same things he drank and ate.  Then, after they were trained for three years, they would become his servants.  He wanted only the very best to serve in his palace and give him advice on ruling the people.
     Daniel decided not to eat the king’s meat and drink his wine.  He knew God would not want him to do this.  God had made laws about what the children of Israel should eat and drink, and those things the king ate and drank were not what God had approved.  Daniel asked the king’s servant, “Could we eat vegetables and drink water instead?”

     The king’s servant said, “If you look weak and sickly, the king may kill me.”  Daniel said, “Just let us try it for ten days.”  The king’s servant agreed to the test.  After ten days, he was surprised to see that Daniel and his three friends looked healthier than the other boys that had been chosen to live in the palace.  The servant allowed them to keep eating their simple food and drinking water.

    At the end of three years, the king spoke with all the young men  who had been in training and found that none were as wise or as good as Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  These four men became King Nebuchadnezzar’s servants.  Whenever he asked them anything, they showed much wisdom and understanding.  In fact, the king found them to be TEN TIMES better than the older magicians and wise men at his court.

     One night, King Nebuchadnezzar had a strange dream.  It bothered him so much that he could not sleep.  The next day, he called his wise men and said, “Tell me what my dream meant.”  “Tell us your dream,” the wise men said.  The king told them, “Unless YOU tell me MY dream and its meaning, you will be killed and your houses destroyed. But if you tell me my dream and its meaning, I will REWARD you.”  The king’s wise men said, “No one on earth can do what the king asks! The king is asking something that is too hard.”  The king became very angry and commanded all the wise men to be killed.

     Daniel and his friends were some of the wise men, but not the ones the king had asked to interpret his dream. When they heard of the king’s command, Daniel asked for a little more time and then he could tell him about the dream and what it meant.  Daniel explained the situation to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednegeo and asked them to also pray that God would help them understand the dream.  During the night, God explained the dream and its meaning to Daniel.
     The next day, Daniel went to the king and told him, “Only God can tell you the dream and its meaning.”  Then, Daniel told the king, “You dreamed of a great statue.  Its head was gold, its arms and chest were silver, its belly and thighs were brass, its legs were iron, and its feet were iron mixed with clay.  A stone cut out without hands rolled into the feet of the statue and broke them.  Then the whole statue fell, broke into pieces, and was blown away by the wind.  The stone grew into a great mountain and filled the earth.”
     Daniel continued talking to the king.  “The dream means that your kingdom is like the statue’s gold head.  After your kingdom, three weaker kingdoms will come.  The final one will be the weakest.  They will all be destroyed while the Kingdom of God will fill the whole earth.”  King Nebuchadnezzar was thankful to know the meaning of his dream.  He bowed down to Daniel, gave him gifts, and made him ruler over all of Babylon.  Daniel was in charge of all the wise men in Babylon.  Daniel asked that his three friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be made important rulers in Babylon.  The king granted him his wish.  These four young men who loved and obeyed God now had important positions in the king’s work.
QUESTIONS:
      For younger students, make yes/no signs by using something like a tongue depressor or Popsicle stick.  Make a red circle with NO pasted on one side; make a green circle with YES printed on the other side.

1. Babylon was a powerful country with a large army.  

2. Shadrach was king of Babylon.

3. Nebuchadnezzar burned the Temple of God.

4. Daniel and his friends were taken from their home in Judah.
5. Three of Daniel’s friends were named Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
6. Daniel loved and obeyed God.

7. Daniel decided to eat the king’s meat and drink his wine.

8. Daniel and his friends were trained for five years.

9. King Nebuchadnezzar had a strange dream and wanted to know what it meant.

10. The wise men were all killed because they could not tell the king what his dream meant.

11. God told Daniel the dream and what the dream meant.

12. A big snowball rolled into the statue and broke it into many pieces.

13. The stone did not do much damage, so the statue was repaired.

14. God’s kingdom will fill the earth.

15. King Nebuchadnezzar gave Daniel and his friends important jobs.
RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES
     Book # 1 - Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8) - Wisdom About Our Bodies (p. 39)

     Book # 18 - Finger Play Activities (ages 2-5) - Daniel (p. 62)

     Book # 35 - Little Tot Dot-to-Dot - Daniel (p. 28)

     Rainbow Lessons by Jane Britnell - Daniel (Lesson # 49)

    Younger students might enjoy using small, plastic men to represent the four friends.  They could be used to show how they traveled from their home in Judah to the king’s palace in Babylon.  Use a map to show their journey.  Also, they could also be used for the next lesson.

 NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 55: “The Fiery Furnace”

                            Daniel 3

     Memory Verse: Psalms 46:1  “God is our refuge and strength…”

     Review time-line events. 
