LESSON 55
THE FIERY FURNACE

SCRIPTURE:

Daniel 3

TIME STAMP:

After Nebuchadnezzar “appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego over the administration of the province of Babylon” (Daniel 2:49)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

This is a story of salvation by faith. That’s the good news of Jesus’ gospel!

OBJECTIVE:
No matter what, our God is able to save us, but we must always pray, “Thy will be done.”

POINTS:
1. King Nebuchadnezzar was good to the Jews, but he did not worship the one, true God.

2. Nebuchadnezzar made a 90-foot-tall and 9-foot-wide statue and covered it with gold.

3. All the people of the land of Babylon were told to bow down and worship the idol.

4. Anyone who did not obey the king’s command would be thrown in a blazing furnace.

5. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to worship the gold statue.

6. King Nebuchadnezzar called for the men and gave them one more chance to bow down and worship the statue.  They still refused to serve his false god.

7. The king was so mad he ordered the furnace to be heated seven times hotter than usual.

8. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were tied up and thrown into the furnace.

9. The flames were so hot the soldiers who took the three men to the furnace were killed.

10. To his surprise, the king saw four men walking around in the fire.  They were not tied up and they were not burned.  

11. King Nebuchadnezzar shouted for the men to come out of the furnace.  They were not    burned, and they didn’t even smell like smoke. 

12. The king realized that the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego was the true God, and he made a law that NO ONE could say anything against Him.

13. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were promoted as leaders in the area of Babylon.

MEMORY VERSE: Psalms 46:1
     “God is our refuge and strength…”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Statue


Fiery furnace

LESSON:
     What safety rules do you know about fire?  What do things look like when they’ve been in a fire?  What would happen if someone fell or was thrown into a fiery furnace?  In this lesson, we’ll study about three men and how God protected them even from a big, roaring fire.

     King Nebuchadnezzar had taken many of the people of Israel captive.  He was good to them, but he did not worship God.  In fact, he worshipped idols.  He decided to have a very large idol built.  It was a statue about ninety feet tall, nine feet wide, and was covered with gold.  He had it placed on a large flat area so it could be seen from all directions. King Nebuchadnezzar called for all the important leaders to come to a special ceremony for this new statue.   All the people in the land of Babylon were told to bow down and pray to the statue when they heard the sounds of different kinds of instruments.   He decided that anyone who did not obey him and who refused to bow down and pray to the statue would be thrown into a fiery furnace.
     There were three men who had been taken from Israel to serve Nebuchadnezzar named Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  They believed in and worshiped the true God and knew it would be a sin to bow and pray to the idol.  One day, the sound of music was heard, but Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did not bow down.  Some of the king’s men saw this and said to the king, “O king, there are three men from Israel who have not obeyed you.  They did not worship your idol of gold.”  Nebuchadnezzar asked that the three men be brought to him.  He gave the men one more chance, but promised that if they didn’t bow to the statue, they would be killed in the furnace. He even made fun of the fact that there would be no god who could ever save them from the fire.

     Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were not afraid of the king’s words, and said to him, “O king, our God is able to save us from being killed in your fiery furnace, If our God wants to save us, we will not die in the fire.  But even if the Lord wants us to die that way, we will never bow down to your idol of gold.”

     This so angered the king that he made the fire seven times hotter than before, and ordered the three men to be tied and thrown into the furnace.  In fact, it was so hot that the guards ordered to throw the men into the furnace died.  But, when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace, he was so surprised to see four men walking around in the fire!  “Didn’t we tie up only three men? Didn’t we throw them into the fire?”  They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” Not a single one of the four men was tied up and they were not burned.  The fourth man looked like an angel of the Lord; God had been with them and protected them from the fire. 

     Then, Nebuchadnezzar shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, come out!”  Everyone crowded around the three men.  They saw with their own eyes that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had not been harmed in any way:  Not one hair on their head had been burned, their clothes had not been burned, and in fact, they didn’t even smell like smoke!

     When Nebuchadnezzar saw this, he said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who sent His Angel and delivered His servants who trusted in Him.”  He saw that there was no other god that could have saved the three men but the true God.  He made a law that NO ONE could say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and it they spoke badly of this God, that person would be killed.  Then, the king promoted the three men to important jobs in his country.

QUESTIONS:
1. Describe the statue King Nebuchadnezzar had built.  

2. Did this idol have any power?  What could it do?  (nothing)

3. What did King Nebuchadnezzar insist that all his people do?

4. Who refused to do this?  Why?

5. What was the punishment if they disobeyed?

6. Why would it have been wrong for the men to follow the king’s order?

7. How hot was the furnace?  (seven times hotter than usual)

8. What happened to the soldiers who threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into the furnace?

9. How many men did the king see walking in the fiery furnace?

10. Whom did God send to protect these men?

11. How severely were the men burned?  (not at all; clothes and hair not burned; didn’t even smell like smoke)

12. If someone asks you to do something against God’s Word, who should you follow, God or man?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 1 - Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8) - Obeying God’s Rules (p. 27) 

     Book # 7 - Favorite Bible Heroes (ages 4-5) - Three Men Worship God (puppets) (pp. 32-34)

     Book # 10 - Bible Crafts on a Shoestring Budget (grades 3-4) - Daniel (pp 12-14)  
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 56: “Daniel in the Lion’s Den”

                            Daniel 6

     Memory Verse: Acts 5:29   “We must obey God, not men…”
     Review basic Bible facts (books of the Bible, divisions, and the categories of each); 

     Review the 23rd Psalm.

     Let the children find different books in the Bible, then the chapter and verse.  Show them how 
     book, chapter, and verse are written (as above Acts 5:29) 
