LESSON 57
ESTHER BECOMES QUEEN
SCRIPTURE:

Book of Esther

TIME STAMP:

During the Medo-Persian empire (Esther 1:3) when King Ahasuerus reigned

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Esther did hard things to save her people. Jesus did hard things to save us (Hebrews 12:2).

OBJECTIVE:
God helps those who love Him to do His work.
POINTS:

1. Queen Vashti disobeyed King Xerxes order to come to his great feast.  She could no longer be the queen.

2. King Xerxes called for all the beautiful women of his kingdom to be brought to the palace so he could choose another queen.  Esther, a beautiful Jewish woman, was one of the women brought to the king.
3. King Xerxes loved Esther above all the other women; she became his new queen.

4. Mordecai, the queen’s cousin, overheard two men planning to kill the king.  He told Queen Esther what he had heard. She then told the king about the plan.  The report was                                                              investigated and found to be true; the two evil men were hanged.

5. A wicked man named Haman became a leader in the king’s palace.  He wanted people to bow down to him.  Mordecai refused because he bowed only before God.
6. Haman became so angry that he devised a plan to kill Mordecai and all his people, the Jews.  King Xerxes let Haman make a law to destroy the Jews in one year.

7. Esther, Mordecai, and all the Jews were very sad.  Mordecai told Esther she should go before the king and asked to be spared.  All the Jews fasted and prayed for three days.
8. On the third day, Queen Esther went to the king’s palace; when King Xerxes saw her, he asked what she wanted and told her she could have as much as half of his kingdom.

9. She asked that Haman and the king come to a feast she had prepared.   At that feast, she asked that they come again the next day and she would tell them what she wanted.

10. Haman saw Mordecai and again became very angry.  He had gallows built so that he could have Mordecai hung on them.

11. Queen Esther told the king about the man who had ordered the death of the Jews.  King Xerxes had Haman hanged on the gallows he had built for Mordecai.

12. Queen Esther had saved her people from destruction.

MEMORY VERSE: Romans 8:28
     “…All things work together for good to those who love God…”
VOCABULARY WORDS:

     Feast

Gallows

Scepter
     Palace

Perish


Pride
LESSON:
     Once there was a king of Persia named Xerxes.  He was also called Ahasuerus but is best known as Xerxes.  He had a great feast where he invited many important people in his kingdom.    The feast lasted many, many days - in fact, it lasted 180 days!!  Near the end of the feasting, King Xerxes ordered his queen, Vashti, to come to the feast in order to show off her beauty.  Queen Vashti refused to come before the king.  Because she did not obey the king, she was no longer the queen.  All the young beautiful women of the land were brought before the king so that he could choose another queen.  He loved a lady named Esther above all the other young women, and she became the new queen.  Esther was a Jew, one of God’s people. She was raised by her cousin, Mordecai, because her parents had died.  Mordecai worked in the king’s palace.
     One day Mordecai overheard two gatekeepers planning to kill the king.  He told Esther who then told the king of this evil plan.  The two gatekeepers were killed and the story of Mordecai’s help in saving the king’s life was written in the history book of King Xerxes.  
     Later, a wicked man named Haman became a leader in the king’s palace.  He made an order that everyone should bow down to him because he thought he was so important.  Mordecai would not bow down because God does not want us to worship anyone but Him.  Because Mordecai would not bow down, Haman was very angry.  He devised a plan to kill Mordecai and all of Mordecai’s Jewish relatives. He told King Xerxes that there was a group of people in the kingdom who had their own laws and who did not obey the king’s laws. He wanted these people killed.  King Xerxes let Haman make an order to destroy these people, the Jews, in one year.  
     When Ester, Mordecai, and all the other Jews in the land heard about this order, they were very sad.  Mordecai told Esther that she should go before the king and ask that the Jews be spared.  Esther was very afraid.  She knew that she could be killed if she went to the king without being invited.  Mordecai told her that she may have been chosen queen so she could help her people.  She asked Mordecai and all the Jews to pray for her so that she would not be killed when she went before the king uninvited.  She said, “If I perish, I perish.”  
     All the Jews fasted and prayed for three days.  One the third day, after fasting and praying to God, Esther went to the king.  He held out his golden scepter to her to show that she found favor in his eyes.  He said, “What do you want, Queen Esther.  I will give you up to half of my kingdom.”  “You and Haman come to a feast,” she told King Xerxes.

     Haman felt great pride that he and the king were asked to Esther’s feast.  At that feast, she asked them to come again the next day and she would then make her request.  When Haman saw Mordecai at the palace, he was reminded of how he didn’t bow down to him.  Again, Haman was very angry.  Haman had gallows built so that one day, he could have Mordecai hung on them.  That night, the king could not sleep.  He had his servants read from his history book.  He was told how Mordecai had saved his life when the two gatekeepers had planned to kill him.  “What did we do to honor Mordecai?” the king asked.  “Nothing,” said the servants.
     Later, King Xerxes asked Haman what should be done to honor someone the king favored.  Haman thought the king wanted to honor him, so he told the king to have royal robes and a royal horse be given to the person the king honored.  Then, have the person taken through the city and let the people pay their respect to him.  “Hurry, go take robes and a horse to Mordecai and take him through the city so that everyone can honor him,” said the king.  Haman had to do this since he was ordered by the king.  He was so embarrassed and ashamed.
     Later, Haman and the king again went to Queen Esther’s feast.  Esther told the king about the man who had ordered her death and the death of her people, the Jews.  “Who is that man?” asked King Xerxes.  “It is Haman,” said Queen Esther.  Haman was ordered to be hanged on the gallows he had built for Mordecai.  Mordecai was then given Haman’s job in the palace.

     When the time of Haman’s order came, the Jews were not killed, but were allowed to defend themselves and kill their enemies.  A special celebration was started, called Purim, to honor the time that God spared the Jews from death.

QUESTIONS:
1. How was Esther picked to be the new queen?

2. Who was Mordecai?
3. How did Mordecai help the king?

4. Why did Haman want to kill all of God’s people?

5. What did Mordecai want Esther to do to stop Haman?

6. What was the reason that Mordecai thought Esther had become queen?

7. How did Esther plan to tell the king about Haman?

8. What caused the king to remember how Mordecai saved his life?

9. At the feast, what did the king ask Haman?  Was Haman surprised?  Why?
10. What happened to Haman when Esther told him about his plan to kill her people.

     Discuss:  When someone bows before another person, what does that mean?

                     Should we always pray to God before making an important decision?  

                     Why do you think Esther didn’t tell the king right away about what she wanted?

RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES:
     Book # 1 - Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8) - Esther Saves Her People (p. 57)

     Book # 6 - Favorite Bible Heroes (ages 2-3) - Esther (pp. 40-43)

     Book # 16 - Bible Story People (very easy) - Esther Was a Great Queen (coloring page)

     Book # 17 - Old Testament Coloring Book (very easy)

                         Queen Esther Saves Her People (coloring page)

     Book # 27 - Three-Minute Bible Stories with Games, Songs, & Action Plays (ages 5-8)

                         Queen Esther (pp 41-43)

     Book # 39 - Bible Puzzles for Kids (ages 6-8) - A Very Special Queen (p. 54)
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 58: “The Story of Job”

     Memory Verse: Job 1:21    “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away.”   

