LESSON 58
THE STORY OF JOB

SCRIPTURE:

Book of Job

TIME STAMP:

Probably during the age of the Patriarchs. No one knows for certain when Job lived.

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Satan tried to get Job to curse God. Satan later tried to get Jesus to bow down to him (Matt. 4). Job glorified God because he never turned against Him. Jesus glorified God in perfect obedience.

OBJECTIVE:
We should trust in God when we are happy or when we are sad.

POINTS:
1. Job was a man who believed in God.  He had been blessed with seven boys, three girls, and thousands of animals.
2. One day, angels came to meet with God; Satan, or as we might call him, The Devil, was with them.

3. The Lord asked Satan if he had noticed his faithful servant, Job.

4. Satan suggested that Job was faithful to the Lord because he had been very blessed.

5. God gave Satan permission to tempt Job in any way except to hurt his body.

6. Satan sent enemies to steal all of Job’s oxen and donkeys; he killed Job’s servants; he sent fire to burn up the sheep; he sent thieves to drive away the camels; he sent a strong wind that blew the house down and killed all of Job’s children and their families.

7. Job was very sad, but did not get angry at God.

8. Satan then wanted to be able to hurt Job’s body.  Satan thought that would surely cause Job to turn from God.

9. The Devil made Job very sick with sores all over his body.  His wife wanted him to curse God and die; three friends came to be with him, but they didn’t help much. They said Job must be a great sinner since all these bad things were happening to him.  

10. Job remained faithful to God.  He was blessed again with seven sons and three daughters and twice the number of animals he had owned originally.

MEMORY VERSE: Job 1:21 
     “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Faithful                      Curse                              Satan = Devil
     Blessed                       Tempt
LESSON:
     A long time ago there was a man named Job who believed in God.  He was blessed by the Lord in many ways.  The Lord gave Job and his wife ten children: seven boys and three girls.  The Lord also gave Job many herds of animals.  Job owned camels that could be ridden across the desert.  He owned oxen that he could yoke together and plow his fields.  He owned many sheep whose wool he could shear and use for clothing.  Job also owned many donkeys and he also had many servants.  Job was a very rich man.  He prayed to God and offered animal sacrifices to God.  God watched Job from his place in heaven.
     One day, the Lord met with a group of angels, and Satan was there also.  The Lord asked him where he had come from, and Satan answered, “I have been wandering around the earth.”  The Lord asked Satan if he had noticed Job, a faithful servant of the Lord.  “Yes,” Satan replied, “but maybe Job is faithful to You because You have blessed him with many things.”  Satan wanted to tempt Job to fall away from believing in God.  Satan told God, “If Job were to lose everything he owns, He wouldn’t love You anymore.” The Lord gave Satan permission to tempt Job in any way except to hurt his body.
     Satan was delighted to go out and make trouble.  He started by sending enemies to steal all of Job’s oxen and donkeys and kill all of Job’s servants.  Next, The Devil sent a fire to burn up all of the sheep.  He sent more thieves to drive away all of Job’s camels.  Finally, Satan sent a wind storm that blew the house down over all of Job’s children and they all died.  Everything was gone - no oxen, no sheep, no camels, no donkeys, and most of all, no children.  He had gone from being very rich to having nothing! 
     When Job heard all of this news, he was very sad.  He tore his clothes and shaved his head and was very upset.  But he did NOT get angry with God.  He did not ask God why this had happened to him or to please give him everything back.  Instead, he bowed down to the ground to worship God and said, “I came into this world with nothing, and I will leave it with nothing.  The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away.  Praise the name of the Lord.”  

     The Lord loved Job and again showed him as an example to Satan.  Satan dared to speak to God again and said that if Job was hurt in his own body, then Job would turn from loving the Lord.  Again, the Lord permitted Satan to tempt Job by hurting his body, but the Lord ordered that Satan could not kill Job.  So, the Devil decided to make Job very sick with sores all over his body.  The sores were called boils.  These boils caused Job to itch and hurt from his head to his feet.  He was so miserable!  He took a piece of broken pottery and used it to scrape himself.  Job’s wife even suggested that he curse God and die.  Job answered her, “You are talking like a foolish woman.  Should we take only good things from God and not trouble?”

    Three friends came to be with Job.  They sat with him seven days and seven nights without saying a word because they saw how much Job was suffering.  Then, they tried to tell Job there must be a sin he was hiding and God was punishing him.  If not that, then God must be an unjust God.  How foolish these men were!  God was angry with these three men and had them offer a burnt offering for their sin and for Job to say a prayer for them.  The Lord listened to Job’s prayer.

     Although Job felt terrible, he still believed in the Lord and would not speak against God.  The Lord is greater than The Devil.  God did not forget His servant Job, and after a time, the Lord gave him more camels, oxen, sheep, and donkeys. In fact, he gave him twice as many animals as he had owned before!  He also gave him seven more sons and three more daughters.  It is written that Job’s daughters were more beautiful than any other in the land.  Job lived a long life, and he enjoyed his children and grandchildren, and even their children.
QUESTIONS:
1. Who was the man in our lesson today?

2. What kind of man was he?  Did he love God?  How did he show his love for God?

3. What were some of the things he had that made him very rich?

4. Who watched Job from heaven?

5. What did the Lord allow Satan to do to him?

6. What happened to Job’s faith?

7. What was the next trial from Satan to Job?

8. Did Job’s wife and friends bring him a lot of comfort?

9. How was Job’s faith after the second big test?

10. What blessings did God give Job after The Devil took everything?

     Discuss:

God watched Job from heaven.  Does He watch over us today?

Should we love and obey God just because He gives us “things?”  Did Job love God all the time (when he was rich and when he had nothing)?

RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES:
     Book # 1 - Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8) - Love God With All Your Heart (p. 6)

     Book # 39 - Bible Puzzles for Kids  (ages 6-8) - A Good Man is Tested (p. 55)
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 59: “Rebuilding the Temple and the City Walls”

                            Ezra 1-10; Nehemiah 1-8

     Memory Verse: 1 Peter 3:9   “…The Lord is not slow in doing what He promised…”
