LESSON 59
REBUILDING THE TEMPLE AND THE CITY WALLS

SCRIPTURE:

Ezra 1-10; Nehemiah 1-8

TIME STAMP:

During the reigns of Cyrus (Ezra 1:1) and Artexerxes, kings of Persia (Nehemiah 2:1). The Israelites return from captivity.

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

This is the story of a faithful REMNANT (left-overs) that returns to the Promised Land. The gospel of Jesus Christ calls out a remnant of faithful men and women today. Only a few will find the narrow way (Matthew 7:13-14) that leads to our Promised Land.
OBJECTIVE:
God kept His promise to return His people from Babylon after seventy years.  God always keeps His promises.

POINTS:
1. God gave the Israelites a beautiful land called Canaan (or the Promised Land) in which to live.

2. The Israelites did not keep their promise to obey God’s commandments.

3. As punishment for their disobedience, God let one of their enemies, the Babylonians, take them as prisoners.

4. The Israelites had to stay in Babylonian captivity for 70 years.

5. Cyrus, the new king in Persia, believed in God and made a new law that said the children of Israel could go home.

6. King Cyrus told them to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple.  Everyone in the land was to give something that would help in the rebuilding.

7. Zerubabbel, the new leader of the children of Israel, led the people back to Canaan.

8. Many people who worshiped idols did not want the temple rebuilt, so they tricked the new king and he ordered the rebuilding to stop.

9. After 16 years, another king named Darius told the Israelites to continue building the Temple. The Temple finally was completed.
10. Nehemiah led the people in rebuilding the walls around Jerusalem.
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Babylonians

Captivity

Repented
MEMORY VERSE: 2 Peter 3:9
     “…The Lord is not slow in doing what He promised…”
LESSON:
     The children of Israel were God’s people.  God blessed them and gave them a beautiful land in which to live.  The land was called Canaan, or sometimes, Israel.  God promised to take care of them and gave them everything they needed.  The Israelites promised to obey God’s commandments.   Do you think they kept their promise?  NO!!  To punish them, God let some of their enemies take the children of Israel away to a far land as prisoners.  The far land was called Babylonia and the children of Israel had to stay there for 70 years.  God promised to bring them back to their country after the 70 years and God kept His promise.
     In this lesson, we will hear a story written down by Ezra the prophet.  This is not a make-believe story, but a true story.  Ezra lived back in the time when the children of Israel were captives in Babylonia.  God helped Ezra write a story to tell us how God kept His promise to help them go home and rebuild the temple and the city walls.

     The new king was named Cyrus.  He believed in God.  Cyrus wanted to let the children of Israel go home.  He made a law that said the children of Israel could go home.  He told them to also rebuild Jerusalem, the main city of the children of Israel.  Cyrus also said that he would give them all the money they would need to rebuild the temple.  He also made another law that everyone in the land should give the children of Israel something to help them rebuild the Temple.  Some people gave money; others gave food, wine, oil--many different things the builders could use. They had cedar logs floated down the river to use in the rebuilding.  King Cyrus even sent some of the bowls and pans that belonged in the Temple which had been taken by King Nebuchadnezzar.  
     Zerubbabel was the new leader of the children of Israel.  He led the people back to Canaan.   The people were very happy to return to the Promised Land of Canaan.  God had told the children of Israel that they would live in the Promised Land.  God also told them that the Savior Jesus would be born there.  So, when the people got back to Canaan, they started to build the Temple.  The Temple was the big building in which the people worshipped.  The people wanted to worship God and thank Him for bringing them back to the Promised Land. 

     There were many people who did not want the children of Israel to live in the land of Canaan.  They tried to stop the children of Israel from building the Temple.  They would fight against them with armies.  They even tricked the new king named Artaxerxes, and he told the children of Israel to stop building the Temple.  The children of Israel had to wait 16 years before they could keep building the Temple.  
     Then, another new king came to power.  His name was Darius.  Darius told the children of Israel that they could continue building the Temple.  This Temple was larger, but not as beautiful as the one King Solomon had built.  Finally, it was finished.  It had taken about 20 years,  but the Israelites again had a place where they could serve God. 
     You might think that all the troubles were gone, now that the Temple was built.  They weren’t.  In those days, a city needed to have high walls around them or enemies would attack easily.  Jerusalem didn’t have any walls.  To rebuild the walls was a big job.  The enemies of the children of Israel didn’t want the walls built, so they tried to stop them again. Each family was responsible for a part of the wall. Some of the men who carried materials worked with one hand and carried a weapon with the other hand; the builders wore a sword at their side. The Israelites worked long hours and God was with them.  All the work was done in 52 days!!  Now they had a wall around their city and could live safely.
     Do you think all the troubles of the children of Israel were over?  NO!!  The Temple was built. The walls were done. The people had a safe place to live and worship.  What happened?  Some of the people ignored God’s commandments again.  God sent the prophet Ezra to go to the people and tell them about their sins.  When Ezra reminded them of God’s words, the people repented and started to obey God.
QUESTIONS:
1. Why were the children of Israel captives in Babylonia?

2. Who said that the children of Israel could return home?

3. Who was the one who really made it possible fore the children of Israel to go back to Canaan?

4. What was the first thing the children of Israel rebuilt in Jerusalem?

5. Why did they rebuild the Temple first?

6. Who tried to stop them from rebuilding?

7. How did God help the children of Israel to finish building the Temple?

8. What else did God have to help the children of Israel rebuild?

9. Who told the people that they should listen to what God told them?

10. What did the people do when they heard God’s word about their sins?

     Discuss: Do we serve God in a temple today?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     See enclosed sheets
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 60: Review of all 59 Old Testament lessons

